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employment and contributing te the nation’s overall economic growth. However, recent shock events, including \ \MAARaMb W\RMR?f w W\beYF\Rw R I\aY Squ:b /\]

fleods, civil unrest, and load shedding, have highlighted the vulnerability of SMMES and the need for a more resilient

business landscape. This paper aims to investigate the resilience of SMMEs in South Africa, providing a draft am m W \ M] M QW d\M] WY

framework to understand and enhance their capacity to prevent and mitigate risks associated with these avents,

Resilience of SMMEs in South Africa: A

Through a deskiop approach, including case studies and previous
Impact analysis, as well as discussions with other researchers and
practitioners, we assess the factors that contribute to the
vulnerability of SMMEs. The findings reveal that SMMEs face
numergus challenges, such as limited infrastructure and
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E? ? 6b\WMMINOR"] OREMQ/ 28R 4\0Rb @RF ~aY'f ROIDARY
enhancing their ability to withstand and recover from shocks and

ultimately supporting the long-term sustainability of the national S C N

econonmy.

After reviewing the impacts of recent shock events such as KZN floods, unrest and pandemic, and ongoing
stressors such as crime and load shedding on SMMEs, a framework for understanding SMME resilience is
propased and presented as a practitioner guide for assessing and building SMME resilience.

insufficient risk management capabilities. Building on these
insights, we propese a multifaceted framework that focuses on risk
prevention, mitigation, and adaptation strategies. By integrating
the perspectives of practitioners and policymakers, this paper
secks to inform the development of targeted intesventions and
policies that foster resilience ameng South African SMMEs,
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Z KB DGGUHWIQJ |RRG VHFXUW DQG HQYLLRQP HQVDOSLRWMPMRQ
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&QP DW &KDQIH $ GDSVDMRQ ) LRP QG UHWRWDMRQ VR GURXJ KWUHMOHQFH VKH VHUHV
HTXLSV AMHV Z MK WWH NQRZ ®iGJH DQG VRRY VR EXI@ DGDSVDELOW DQG IRXUMK LQ D
FKDQJ LQJ FOP DM




























