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EDITOR'S NOTE

Dear Stakeholder,
Welcome to our quarterly online stakeholder newsletter.

Governing cities and towns is a very complex and challenging process as it has to respond
to globalisation and its many crises: Climate Change, Inequality, Political Instability, Terror-
ism, Migration, Social Polarisation and Pandemics. Yet defendable global development and
prosperity are reliant on the sustainability of the world's cities, and this depends on how well
cities are governed.

Inclusive growth in cities is of utmost importance and cities have the ability to address histor-
ical economic constraints. But while cities are key drivers of productivity, economic gains are
not always evenly distributed, and many South Africans are still excluded from participating
and benefitting meaningfully. Job opportunities have not always been constant, and many
cities have experienced "jobless growth", resulting in poor, disadvantaged citizens being ex-
cluded from benefitting from improved GDP. The majority of people remain susceptible to
precarious income generation and skills development opportunities, which prevents them
from accessing the formal economy and all of its benefits.

Furthermore, the shock of COVID-19 exposed the economy's fragility. To address this, eco-
nomic actors need to come together to improve a city's economy and foster economic inclu-
sion. This requires an understanding of the importance of an all-of-society approach. These
same actors need to better cooperate to understand city economies through cooperative
structures associated with economic development levers. The South African Cities Network
(SACN) is delighted to partner with the Gauteng Provincial Government (GPG) to contribute
to the transformation of the province's economy to be more inclusive, especially by unlock-
ing the untapped potential of various sectors and regions across the province.

The Gauteng Department of Economic Development (GDED) recognises that it cannot meet
this ambitious goal alone. The realisation of the economic outcomes imagined demand a
whole-of-government and all-of-society approach, especially close coordination, and collab-
oration with municipalities. SACN, as the network of major cities, including the three metros
in the province is appropriately positioned to support the GDED in its earnest endeavour to
grow the province's economy in a way that leaves no one behind.
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In this quarter we highlight some of the activities across our programme. We launched our
flagship publication, The State of South African Cities Report 2021 in April 2022. The Inclu-
sive Cities programme launched the State of Urban Safety Report 2021, under the Innovative
Cities we highlight the City of Ekurhuleni launching their open data portal soon, the Produc-
tive Cities Programme launched the State of the Expanded Public Works Programme
2020-2021 Report and highlighting their participation in the 9th AFRI Cities Summit in Kenya
in May.

The Sustainable and Resilient Cities highlights the Presidential Climate Commission
Multi-Stakeholder Conference and the Peer-to-Peer Knowledge Exchange two-day event on
A Sustainable Grid for all. The Well-Governed Cities highlights the continued work and prog-
ress on the State of City Finances publication, under our City Focus, we look at the City of
Tshwane’s Climate Action Plan Launch and lastly, we look at some of the Team News and
Events that took place.

Best Wishes,

Sithole Mbanga, SACN CEO

We hope you will enjoy this latest edition of our quarterly online stakeholder newsletter.
Thank you for being our loyal reader.
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