
PLANNING MONTH CELEBRATIONS
NOVEMBER 2020

A SUMMARY OF TOPICS PRESENTED 
AND KEY POINTS OF DISCUSSIONS



PART 1 OF THE WORLD PLANNING CELEBRATION
LAUNCH AND WEBINARS AS HOSTED BY THE CITY 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT



 Topic: Is Spatial Planning in SA on a Sustainable Trajectory as Compared to

other Countries?

 Topic: Strategic Urban Developments, City Big Ideas & Mega Projects

(Spatial Paradigms: City Investments)

 Topic: Overview Of C40 South African Buildings Programme:

A Look at Ekurhuleni And Joburg

Webinar Programme



WEBINAR – LIVE STREAM
4 NOVEMBER 2020 (10:00 – 11:30)

Session is a  conversation with international figures that 

are familiar with SA landscape, to share with us the 

international trends/ approaches / methodologies of spatial 

planning and reflect on whether spatial planning in SA is 

on a sustainable trajectory

Target audience:

CoE Departments,  built environment professionals in the public 

and private sector, 8 metros, provincial govt, national govt, 

Salga, SACN, etc

Topic : Is Spatial Planning in SA on a Sustainable Trajectory when 

compared with other countries

Host: Creamer Media

Presenter:  Ms Palesa Tsita – HOD City Planning

Panel Members 

1. Ms Santhurie Naido – Australia

2. Ms Yondela Silimela: World Bank– France

3. Dr. Francois Botes, Advisor, Price Water Coopers, Cape Town, South 

Africa 

___________________

Discussion Points: 

 Spatial Dynamism to allow for a dynamic approach to planning, design and regulatory mechanisms. 

 Informal Economy key to facilitating urban economy and restructuring. 

 Green Spaces as a means to connect the built environment, and as ecological infrastructure. 

 Mobility key to ensuring accessibility to services and amenities at local, metropolitan and regional scales. 

 Built Heritage and Design is important to preserve the character of the City and to leverage for cultural tourism.

 Financing of Infrastructure for Development is a key consideration as financial resources are limited compared to community needs. 

 Catalytic Investments play a key role in facilitating a game-changing changes in patterns of investment particularly in underserved communities.

 Flexible Regulatory & Policy Processes to enable a concise and attractive development facilitation process. 

 Precinct driven development approach and budgeting enables targeted investment in order to concentrate priority investment where required. 



WEBINAR – MICROSOFT TEAMS
10 NOVEMBER 2020 (10:00 -12:00)

This session focuses on sharing of 

initiatives of CoE, Strategic Urban 

Developments, City Big Ideas and Mega 

Projects 

Target audience:

CoE Departments,  South African Cities 

Network, Built Environment Professionals in 

the public and private sector

Topic : Strategic Urban Developments , City  Big Ideas & Mega Projects (Spatial 

Paradigms: City Investments)

HOST: Mr Andile Sitshaluza – Infrastructure and Spatial  Planning, City 

Planning Department 

Presenters – City of Ekurhuleni

1.  HOD Zanele Katembo: Sports Recreation Arts and Culture

2. Ms Lovemore Nkuna: Project Manager -Strategic Urban Developments City 

Planning Department 

3. HOD Palesa Tsita: City Planning Department ___________________

Discussion Points: 

 Acceleration of enabling investments in road, rail, bulk water, water treatment and transmission infrastructure to create a conducive environment

for private sector investment

 Create sustainable job opportunities by attracting investment in job-creating industries such as services, retail, manufacturing and office pace.

 Create positive spill-over effects through a programmed catalytic investments plans that enable trickle effect for the greater benefit of Cities.

 Ensure sustainable income source particularly with regards to real estate rates and taxes.

 Attract higher volumes of consumers to areas showing potential for growth while reduce leakage of purchase power in the market.



WEBINAR- MICROSOFT TEAMS
11 NOVEMBER 2020 (10:00 – 12:00) 

This session focuses on acceleration,

development & implementation of

transformation energy efficiency policies

& programmes working towards zero

carbon performance for new buildings in

SA cities by 2020.

Target audience:

CoE Departments,

South African Cities Network,

Built Environment Professionals in the public 

and private sector

TOPIC : OVERVIEW OF C40 SOUTH AFRICAN BUILDINGS PROGRAMME: 

A OK AT  TWO CITIES (EKURHULENI AND JOBURG)

HOST: Ms Nobuzwe Soldati- Divisional Head Spatial Planning - City of Ekurhuleni

Presenter: Ms Megan Houston-Brown: Director Sustainable Energy Africa 

Panel Members:

1. Mr Is’aaq Akoon: Environment and Waste Management City of Ekurhuleni

2. Ms Azola Zulu : C40 SEA Technical Advisor – City of Joburg

3. Ms Nandi Khumalo, Real Estate Department: City of Ekurhuleni

___________________

Discussion Points: 

 Orientation, materials, types of windows, efficient heating, ventilation and cooling technology, and lighting efficiency.

 High-efficiency energy performance to accommodate growing urban populations that comes with increased demand for housing, commercial 

buildings, office space, schools, hospitals and other buildings

 Resource sustainability introduce requirements by ensuring all new buildings are energy efficient, cutting electricity bills and greenhouse gas 

emissions.

 Cutting electricity bills and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

 Develop Green Star and Zero Net standard buildings in Cities to ensure migration to sustainable and cheaper energy use. 

 C40 Programme presents a significant opportunity to enable Cities to support lower carbon new build in infrastructure provision, energy efficient 

building design and clean energy supply and significantly reduced transport demand.



PART 2 OF THE WORLD PLANNING CELEBRATION
LAUNCH AND WEBINARS AS HOSTED BY THE CITY 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT



 Topic: Urban Growth Management: Tools and Perspectives: Joburg,

Tshwane and Ekurhuleni.

 Topic: Planning Tools: the Ekurhuleni Municipal Planning Tribunal.

 Topic: The Impact of Growth & Development in South Africa - A Futuristic

Approach For Cities

 Topic: Spatial Transformation Ambitions in City of Ekurhuleni: Visualization

Studios

 Topic: Learning for / from Young Planners in the Built Environment.

Webinar Programme



WEBINAR- MICROSOFT TEAMS 
12 NOVEMBER 2020 (10:00 – 12:00)

This session focused on benchmarking 

strategies for urban growth 

management.

Target audience:

CoE Departments,  built environment 

professionals in the public and private 

sector

Topic: Urban Growth Management: Tools and Perspectives: 

Joburg, Tshwane and Ekurhuleni

HOST: Ms Maggy Hadebe: Senior Manager: Spatial Development 

Frameworks

Presenter: Mr Rudzani Mabaso- Senior Manager: Spatial Policy & 

Development Research City Planning

Panel Members:

1. Ms Palesa Tsita: HOD City Planning- City of Ekurhuleni

2. Ms Amolemo Mothoagae: Executive Director  – City of Joburg

3. Mr Pieter Swanepoel: Divisional Head – City of Tshwane. 

___________________

Discussion Points: 

 Cities world-wide are experiencing rapid urbanisation rate.

 Urban planning processes are key instrument to transform cities by making them  sustainable + resilient + smart

 Cities are encouraged to develop long term plans to guide and manage urban growth.

 Urban Growth Management denotes strategies, mechanisms and tools to be used to counteract negative impacts of urban sprawl 

but also to frame future urban development.

 Urban Growth Management help to provide a spatial basis for public programs and other initiatives.

 Tools and mechanisms in use include SDF, BEPP, Precinct Plans, Growth Management Strategies, Spatial Targeting, TODs, Nodes 

and Corridors.



WEBINAR – MICROSOFT TEAMS 
17 NOVEMBER 2020 (10:00 – 12:00) 

This session focused on functioning of the 

tribunal in line with SPLUMA.

Target audience:

CoE Departments,  built environment 

professionals in the public and private sector

Topic: Planning Tools: the Ekurhuleni Municipal Planning Tribunal

HOST: Mr Gift Motsepe - Acting DH Operations CoE

Presenter: Mr Glyn Kelly: Regional Development Planner CoE

Panel Members

1. Ms Anna Gouws – EMPT Chairperson CoE

2. Ms Patricia Tshifaro: Senior Legal Advisor, Corporate and    Legal Dept 

CoE

3. Mr Popo Masilo: R Masilo Attorneys

4. Mr Petrus Barry: Acting Group Manager Planning, Melbourne, Australia 
___________________

Discussion Points: 

 In terms Spatial Planning and Land use Management Act (SPLUMA), municipalities must establish Municipal Planning 

Tribunal.

 Municipal Planning Tribunal serves to adjudicate development application proposals in line with the approved policies 

and legislation.

 Shared perspectives on international and local processes of evaluating the development applications to contribute to 

revenue enhancement.

 Due to COVID19, some Municipal Planning Tribunal meetings in CoE were convened through MS Teams.

 Impartiality and good integrity are of significance for a well functioning Municipal Planning Tribunal.

 Gauteng Liquor Board seeks to improve the working relations with the City in order to support township economies. 



This session showcased 5 pillars of Long 

Term Growth & Development Strategy, 

Long Term Financial Planning and the 

Long-Term Infrastructure Planning

Target audience:

Members of SA Cities Network

Planning Fraternity at large

8 Metros

Topic: The Impact of Growth & Development in South Africa - A 

Futuristic Approach For Cities

HOST: Ms Palesa Tsita: HOD City Planning- City of Ekurhuleni

PRESENTER:

1. Mr Anathi Zitumane, Strategy & Corporate Planning Department, 

City Of Ekurhuleni

2. Mr Andile Sitshaluza Metro Spatial Planning, City Of Ekurhuleni 

3. Mr Josiah Lodi : Chief Director Urban Development Planning 

COGTA 

WEBINAR - LIVESTREAM 
18 NOVEMBER 2020 (10:00 – 12:00) 

___________________

Discussion Points: 

 The GDS highlights housing, transport, and key services infrastructure as primary foci relating to urban integration.

 Urban integration seeks to rectify current backlogs and unstructured city planning by facilitating a second wave of urbanisation.

 Re-Urbanisation and the realisation of the desired future will be achieved through three key programmes within the Urban Core Investment 

implementation framework.

 CoE tools to implement the GDS include: Spatial Development Framework, Growth Management Strategy, Integrated Infrastructure Master 

Plan, and Precinct Plans.

 Integrated Urban development Framework encourages cities to develop long term plans to guide and manage urban growth.

 Plans must align to the National Development Plan and provincial plans/strategies.

 Long-term plans must form the basis for SDFs and guide sectoral and private plans and investments.

 Long-term plans must also identify nodes for stimulating economic growth.



WEBINAR - LIVESTREAM: This session is co-hosted with Cities Network, 
24 NOVEMBER 2020 (10:00 – 12:30)

This session focused on imagining an 

urban space 

Target audience:

Members of SA Cities Network

Planning Fraternity at large

8 Metros

Topic: Spatial Transformation Ambitions in City of Ekurhuleni: 

Visualization Studios

HOST: Ms Siphelelisiwe Ntombela: SACN

Presenter: Ms Gabriella Peppas: SACN 

Panel Members:

1. Mr. Marcus Neustetter

___________________

Discussion Points: 

 Demonstration of visualisation studio video of multiple voices, stakeholders and actors in city imagining to 

collectively develop visuals of their future city. 

 Host short “mini-studio” experience.

 Showcased visuals and reflections from the Ekurhuleni Studio process. 



WEBINAR - LIVESTREAM: This session is co-hosted with Cities Network, 24 
NOVEMBER 2020 (10:00 – 12:30)

This session discussion focused on the 

theme “youth voices in spatial 

transformation”

Target audience:

Members of SA Cities Network

Planning Fraternity at large

8 Metros

Topic: Learning for / from Young Planners in the Built 

Environment  

HOST: Ms Kayla Hanna Brown: SACN 

Presenter: Mr Siphelele Ngobese: SACN

Panel Members:

1. Mr. Tlholohelo Mokgere: SACN

2. Mr Rudzani Mabaso: BEITT member and CoE Senior Manager, 

City Plannning.

3. Ms Sinqobile Dakile: City and Regional Planner, Interior Design 

student, Florence Design Academy).

Ms Palesa Tsita (BEITT member and CoE  HOD, City Planning) 

4. Ms Zubeida Lowton (PhD candidate,Universirty of Glasgow).

5. Mr Monyake Moteane (Urban Specialist, World Bank)  

___________________

Discussion Points: 

 Create inclusive and integrated cities.

 Prioritise urban space safety.

 Utilise technology to build smart cities.

 Promote reliable and safe public transport

 Enforce by-laws, and impose fines.

 Improve urban governance.

 Explore different streams of revenue. 



KEY FINDINGS AND WAY FORWARD



 Focus on issues of City identity; growth management and development of nodes and corridors, and address the segregated nature of the city

inherited from apartheid planning legacy.

 Develop a detailed and coordinated and flexible growth management approach that provides the City with a range of mechanisms to direct the

nature and form of physical growth in alignment with the Cities policies and plans.

 Entrench institutional arrangements pertaining the implementation focusing on alignment with Sector Plans and Catalytic Land Development

Programmes.

 Strive for effective Urban Governance between the three spheres of Government as contemplated in the Integrated Urban Development

Framework (IUDF).

 Implementation Targets and Monitoring Indicators towards the implementation of Cities strategic plans.

 Promote spatial transformation and an orderly built environment at precinct level by serving as a tool that can guide future development and

capital investment in the precinct, as part of the overall package of plans of the municipality.

 Outlines the financial requirements for infrastructure development in line with spatial priorities in order to reverse the social and economic

impacts of inefficient built environment.

 Application / utilisation of a number of growth management tools in combination of one another to direct and manage spatial growth throughout

the City

KEY ISSUES THAT CAME OUT OF THE PLANING MONTH PRESENTATIONS



Thank You


