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human wellbeing. For example, eThekwini counts happiness among th
outcomes of its long-term development strategy. The city is also colle«
evidence to inform more wellbeing-centred nlanning and imnlementat



CITY FOCUS

The purpose of the tool is to provide reliable, easily accessible and regularly
updated economic data on Durban. The platform’s objectives are to increase access
to city data on a single repository, disseminate consistent and accurate data, and
improve data practices and processes. The eThekwini vision is to see informed
decision making that results in economic development, economic transformation
and job creation in Durban.

The portal, which can be found at https://edge.durban/ is

presently in BETA version and includes: It emanates from the Durban

EDGE brand which was
Data narratives on the global, local, and national economy established in 2011 by
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Data analysis visualisations and economic dashboards
Development and Investment
- : creating a recognisable source
oElectricity o Education of cutting-edge economic

eThekwini launched the EDGE portal as a two-day event, which included a hackathon
and an official launch to the public. Students from economics, statistics, accounting,
finance and related fields were invited to partake in the hackathon, which took
place on the day before the official launch. Students interacted with the platform in
a manner that reflected the value of the data available for various user groups.
Their solutions also offered insight to the Economic Development Unit on the value
of their data for improved decision making. The winning solution will be turned into
a project by the unit for implementation.

The launch was an opportunity for stakeholders (including business, data journalists,
government leaders, academia, and civil society) to view and interact with the
economic insights, data and information uploaded r

on the portal. Through this portal, the city will

HE
draw on available data to inform and improve D U R B A N E D G E
L

decision making surrounding planning and policy.
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SPECIAL FEATURE

INTEGRATED URBAN DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

WHAT IS THE DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT MODEL AND HAS IT REPLACED THE IUDF?

Since the introduction of the District Development Model (DDM) there is a perception
that it has replaced the Integrated Urban Development Framework (IUDF). These

perceptions are not factual and are incorrect. This article will argue how the DDM
and IUDF complement each other in addressing major social, spatial and economic
challenges in our country. It will demonstrate howthey cannot replace each other
but are complimentary in achieving the goals outlined in the National Development Plan.

WHAT IS THE DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT MODEL?

President, Cyril Ramaphosa in the State of the Nation Address (SoNA) indicated that

it is time for government to break away from the silo mentality of working and went on
to introduce a new approach called the District Development Model (DDM). The DDM
was subsequently adopted by cabinet on the 21st of August 2019. The District
Development Model (DDM) is an operational model for improving Cooperative
Governance aimed at building a capable, ethical Developmental State. It embodies an
approach by which the three spheres of government and state entities work in unison
in an impact-oriented way, and where there is higher performance and accountability
for coherent service delivery and development outcomes. It is a method of government
operating in unison focusing on the municipal district and metropolitan spaces as the
impact areas of joint planning, budgeting and implementation.

The President also highlighted that the DDM will help government address the triple
challenges of poverty, unemployment and inequality.

Informed by the National Development Plan (NDP) and the Integrated Urban
Development Framework (IUDF) and other government policies, legislations and
previous similar programmes, the DDM seeks to ensure maximum coordination and
cooperation among all three spheres of government (National, provincial and local).
Amongst others, the Model will be implemented through a collaborative process to
develop One Plans for all 44 districts and 8 Metropolitan Municipalities which will be
further synchronized with Integrated Development Plans (IDPs) of municipalities.

Read more...

EACH DISTRICT AND METRO PLAN WILL DEVELOP A LONG-TERM GOVERNMENT AGENDA
IN THESE SPACES AND UNPACK AT LEAST THE FOLLOWING DEVELOPMENTAL ISSUES:

e Managing urbanisation, growth and development;
eSupporting local economic drivers;
e Accelerating land release and land development;

elnvesting in infrastructure for integrated human settlement, economic activity
and the provision of basic services; and
e Addressing service delivery in municipalities.
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