
“ ..a joint knowledge sharing program of action of 
salga, national & provincial governments, and nine of 

South Africa’s most urbanizing spaces…”

Presentation African Food Security Urban Network



Non‐profit voluntary 
organisation owned by and 
accountable to its members via 
a Board of Directors
Operates  through a JHB‐based 
secretariat
Funded by cities, national 
government and select donor 
entities

The SA Cities Network is an
informal intergovernmental 
relations forum but not a policy 
making body or representative 
organisation

Founding Member 
Municipalities

• Buffalo City
• Cape Town 
• Ekurhuleni 
• eThekwini
• Johannesburg 
• Mangaung
• Msunduzi
• Nelson Mandela 
• Tshwane



Why emphasize and/or focused approach on cities 
and not just municipalities?

Cities as new units of 
competitiveness and 
productivity within global 
economy
Cities as national economic 
drivers (20% of cities and towns 
produce 82% of GDP)
Demographic shifts
Urbanisation of poverty

Need for 
differentiated, targeted support 
programme rather than `one 
size fits all’
Alignment with other emerging 
learning networks
(districts, secondary 
towns, small towns)
Strategy based on 
strengthening rural‐urban 
linkages rather than unhelpful 
urban vs. rural dichotomy

Cities overstretch or go beyond traditional municipal boundaries.  
They are defined by socio‐economic functionality of spaces in 

relation to national and international objective.





Settlement Analysis 
Based on Functional 
Character





Coastal Cities and Gauteng
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